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With regardto the habitsof thesebirds, little is known.
They arebirdsof the denseforests,whichfactwouldaccount
for thembeingoverlookedso longin Uganda.
They are shy and timid, and difficultto procure. Owing
to their partiality for the thick forest,thesebirdsdo notfly
swiftly nor far, but trust to their runningpowersto avoid
pursuit. My headcollectorreportsthat the bestway to find
and keepin touch with thesebirds is with a goodhunting
dog.
Thesebirds are usually found in pairs or small coveys.
I havenot heardthemcalling,but theyaresaidto uttera low
whistlingnotewhenfeedingamongsthe fallenleaves.
Breedingapparentlytakesplacein May and June, during
whichmonthsfemaleshavebeencollectedwith swollenovaries
and dilated oviducts. Young birds in first plumagehave
beenshotin September.
So far, the only localityin Uganda where these birds
.havebeentakenis in the greatMabiraForestin Chagwe.
The frontispiece,representingmaleandfemale,givesonea
goodideaasto theplumageandformof thesebirds; a notice-
ablefeatureis the slenderbill andcomparativelyshortlegs.
The colourationof thesexesdiffersto suchan extentas to
leadoneat a firstglanceto think that thesebirdsrepresented
differentspecies. The fact that somefemalespossesslong
spursalsoaddsto this supposition.
FISHING AT MAFIA ISLAND
By EDITOR
The watersaroundMafia Island have often beenhighly
spokenof as a favouritehauntof gamefish. His Excellency
the Governorrecentlyhad to proceedthereon duty with his
staff,sohe determinedto testthelocality,andtookwith him
a motor-boat.
At middayonSeptember24HisExcellency'spartyanchored
somelittle distancefrom the island,andat 2.45commenced
FISHING AT MAFIA ISLAND 141
fishingonanebbtide; nonaturalbaitwasavailable,sospoons
wereused.
In abouttenminutesHis Excellencyhookeda goodfighter,
whichplayedhardfor twentyminutesandthenunfortunately
brokeaway.
From thereonwardshardly five minuteselapsedwithout
a run, and the two rodshad two hours'greatsport. Three
times eachrod had a fish on simultaneouslyas the spoon
passedthrougha school.
Four or fivefishwerelostaftervaryingperiodsof play,and
onebrokeaway.
By 4.45P.M. eachrod had securedfour fish,all King-fish
(Nguru). It wasnoticeablethattheywereconsiderablylighter
in colourthanthosefromMombasa,andtheyweredesperately
hardfighters.
ThefourHis Excellencylandedweighedrespectively22lb.,
181b.,16Ib.,and10lb., andthosecaughtby J. weighed21lb.,
17lb., 11lb., and10lb.
On the way backto theyacht J. caughtanotherof 16lb.
This madeup a total amountof nine fish for two and a
quarterhours'fishing,weighing141lb.
Theyfishedagainon September26from2.30to 5.30P.M.,
and hadevenbettersportthanon thepreviousoccasion.
All thefishmetwithwereKing-fish,andat oneparticular
partof thefishinggroundtheboatrarelypassedoverthespot
withoutoneof thefishermengettinga run.
Threeor four timesbothrodsstruckfishat thesametime,
and on oneoccasionbothwerelanded.
Oneof His Excellency'sfish,a twentypounder,metwith a
euriousmishap. Whengaffedinto theboatit wasfoundthat
thewholeof thetail andafterpartof thebodyhadbeenbitten
off by a shark while beingplayed,but nothingunusualwas
feIt. His Excellency'shareof thebagwassevenfishweighing
respectively25,20,14,13,12,11,and9 lb.-total 104lb.
J. landedfourfish,16,14,12,and9 lb.-total 51lb.
H. F. W. landedonefishof 16lb.
Total for threehours'fishing-twelve fishweighing171lb.
The samegroundwasfishedoveron September27 from 5.30
to 8.30A.M., andexcellentsportwasagaintheresult.
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His Excellencyfishedeachdaywith thespoononly,but on
the26thand27thJ. usedspoonandnaturalbaitalternately.
Onthe27thHis ExcellencykilledsevenKing-fishweighing
20, 20, 18,14,13,11,and10lb., alsoonesmallBarracudaof
6 lb.-total weight112lb.
J. securedfive King-fish of 18, 18, 18, 14, and 14 lb.
respectively-total82lb.
H. F. W. landedoneKing-fishof 9 lb.
Total for threehours'fishingon the27th,203lb.
Thus duringtwo afternoonsand one morningthe party
killed thirty-five fish weighingaltogether515 lb., average
weight 15 lb. The only regret expressedwas that fishing
groundhadto beleft so soon.
THE DESICCATION OF AFRICA
By R. L. HARGER
This questionis onethat hasformedthe subjectof many
notesmade during wanderingsin Africa, extendingover a
numberof years.
My interestin it wasrevivedby the articleby Mr. C. W.
Hobley,whichappearedin No.9 of the Society'sJournal.
I will first quotea fewextractsbearingonthesubjectfrom
theworksof someof theoldertravellers,andwill thenventure
to addsomenotesof my ownobservations.
The work called' The Native Racesof SouthAfrica,' by
GeorgeW. Stow,whichdealswith travelsin SouthAfricafrom
about1843onwards,containssomefactsof interest.
(a) 'It is authoritativelystatedthat sincethe earlydays
of the Korana occupation(endof fourteenthor beginningof
fifteenthcentury)of the portionof the countrywe are now
speakingof (SouthO.F.S. andN. CapeColony)a greataltera-
tion hastakenplacein its watersupply. ThentheKuruni is
declaredto havebeena greatriver,whichsometimesroseand
continuedhigh so long that womenwho happenedto be on
